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By Steve Sullivan, Ken Penders, Rich
Rankinand Marc Hansen.

Racer-X goes home for the hol- |

idays. He winds up a little too
close to Stacey, which makes
for a sticky situation later on.
They also meet Santa/MONTHLY!

ASTROBOY 17

By Ken Steacy, Brian Thomas and Marc
Hansen.

It'spart two of Ken Steacy'slast
issue. It's SLAVE'S OF THE CY-
BOTS! Astro Girl helps Astro out
of a tough jarm. MONTHLY!!

SPEEDRACER 18
By Lamar Waldron, Joe Phillips, John
Dell lll, & Katherine Liewellyn

Speed, Trixie and Sparky go
punk to catch The Ripper and
Trixie's the decoy!

MONTHLY!

THEREAL
GHOSTBUSTERS 7

By James Van Hise, John Tobias, Rich
Rankin & Rich Powers.

The Ghost Gangsters are back!
This time they have help from

The Lunar Avenger and The
crimson Crimebuster. Their vil-
fain ghost is Caldoni, pasta
King.MONTHLY!!

TERMINATOR 6

By Jack Herman, Thomas Tenney, Jim
Brozman, & Rich Powers.

Part One of Terminators in the
Everglades. Two heavy metal
machines are holding Deffard
hostage for info,, and his
friends have to break him out
or kit him!

MONTHLY!!

RALPHSNARTG6

By Marc Hansen

Ralph Snart turns into a head
banging rock and roller, when
he goes to college, finds beer
and women, and joins a band
Wwait tift his mom finds out!
MONTHLY!!

FRIGHT NIGHT 5

Jim van Hise, Lenin Delsol & Katherine
Llewellyn

Peter and Charlie meet up with
an unusual spider-8oy. who
bites the head off a Killer
Clown. MONTHLY!!

RUST 2

By Katherine Liewellyn and Vince Locke
Scott Baker gets hooked up
with a Femme Fatal. MONTHLY!
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A GUEST EDITORIAL..BY MARC HANSEN

I feel like a weary soldier after
three weeks at the front lines. My
clothes tattered. blood stained. My
eyes glazed over from battle shock.
I thought working for a comic book
company would be a piece of cake.

Actually working here at NOW
Comics has been a great learning
experience. For the past three years
I've always been on the outside. An
artist or writer can never fully un-
derstand the business until he or she
has enguifed themselves in it.

| was hired on as a staff artist
to help out with the other books and
to edit my own book, Ralph Snart
Adventures. | won’t be here long
though, just long enough to help out
as NOW Comics expands. Starting
in January I'll be returning full-time
to work on new stories for RSA. |
can’t wait! | miss the daily grind.

Usually | work full-time as a
freelance illustrater for an advertis-
ing art studio here in Chicago. I'll
still dabble in that. Advertising pays
a ton of money, but you get treated
like a piece of meat.

As | look back on my first three
weeks, I'm amazed at how much
work got done, | lettered two books,
did back-up inks on another, colored
three , inked and colored the Astro
Boy cover, and editted RSA. And
that’s plain laziness compared to
NOW’s assistant editor in chief,
Katherine Llewellyn. She's a real
work horse. I've gotten along great
with her, except she listens to some
really bizarre and obscure music.

Very primitive stuff.

For all of you youngsters and ru-
grats out there who want to get into
this nutty business, it's not easy. Too
many people trying to get jobs in the
industry are googly-eyed, sweaty-palm-
ed fan boys with no formal training.
Loving and collecting comics is not
something that is looked for on a re-
sume, Go to art school, for Pete’s sake.

Speaking of art school, if any of my
old school chums read this, then write
already. And if any of my vagabond
friends from Michigan read this, then
write to RSA. Speaking of letters, why
don't you people write to the crazies
at NOW? Of course we can't print every
letter that is sent to us, but we do read
them! We need your input. We need the
laughs too. I've read some hilarious
letters addressed to Ralph Snart.

I'm writing this little editorial on
one of those new faggled machines,
whattaya call'im...ch, yeah, computers.
Boy, | hate these things, they scare the
bajezzas out of me. I'm only twenty-five
years old. You’d think this kind of crud
would be old hat, but it's like science
fiction to this backward bozo. Heck, for
the price of one of these babies, | could
buy a good used Volkswagen Beetle,
but that’s another bitter story.

Oh, no, I'm running out of room,
This darn machine is telling me to stop
writing. Hah! I'll simply ignore this silly
product of our technological insanity
and continue my babble-fest! What can
it do? Stop inputing? Hahl [ just
thought of a great story | could
tell............






THINGS ARE USUALLY PRETTY
SLOW AT NIGHT, BLIT THEY K&
ABOUT TO ACCELERATE /N
SOME VERY LINLISLIAL WAYS,

THESE GUYS NEED A
NEW AGENT.” THEY HUNT
MONSTERS AND DON'T
S EVEN GET P4/2

S FOR IT/

SPEAKING OF FAT
FEES, WITH ANY LUCK
THAT 'S OPPORTUNITY
'\, KNOZKING RIGHT
; NOW.!




‘e TOO LATE. (H b | Sy N A i T DPON'T THINK WE WERE !
AL PONT AIN'T i P ™ | FOLLOWER. THEY WOULP'VE
SONNA LIKe 1] : STOPPEL AT NOTHING HAD
i . : L THEY KNOWN WE WERE
; b . ! : L. o, COMING TO YOI,

I MAY BE
FLATTEREC,
BUT I'M STILL

HEY, 1dl

|, GLIV:
o [ REALITY HAS COME
A\ TO CALL AGAIN AND

I\ THIS ONE'S A REAL 4

[T ——t
WAITAMINUTE Y S8
L RECOSGNIZE You
TWO.” YOU'RE THE
LUNAR AVENGER
AND THE CRIMSON
CRIMEBLSTER.S 4




THE
FARAMEDICS
ARE ON
THEIR
WAY.

=Y BUT YOU GUYS HAVEN'T )
. BEEN HEARD FROM OR. /,

SEEN IN..

HE C'AN’TéTFLL

EXISTS WE LOST S0

MUCH TO PESTROY
HIM ALL THOSE e
YEARS AGO/

T4 A SNAKEBITE OR A SPIDER )

BITE, THERE WERE S0 MANY A

OF THE THINGS WE BARELY
ESCAPED AT ALLY

SPIPERS 7 SNAKESZ
LOTS OF THEM 7 AS
IN PLAYFULLY
, RUNNING LOOSE AND
CHASING YOU 7




NONE OF THEM
FoLLOWER You
I TRUSTF

I SHOULD GO W
HIM, BUT HE'D WANT
ME TO STAY HERE ANP
TELL YOoU WHAT'S

N BEEN HAPPENING.

WHY DON'T WE

GO [NSIDE AND?
CLOSE THE POOR...TO
KEEP THE M/GHT OUT.

THIS |4 oBVIOUSLY BECAUSE A GANG
GOING TO TAKE AWHILE OF GHOSTS HAVE BEEN
TO SORT OUT, BUT FiRST | SECRETLY TAKING OVER

EXPLAIN WHY YOU'RE THE ENTIRE CRIMINAL
. LINCERWORLE OF

NEW

THEY WERE NEVER SUPPOSED
WE'D HAVE KNOWN ABOUT TO FINZ OUT/ IF THE GHOSTBUSTERS
\IT LONG BEFORE THIS./ . BRING THE WAR TO U%, WE'RE

~ > FINISHED” -

BUT THAT WAS THE
STRENGTH OF THEIR
PLAN, YOoU WERE
NEVER SUPFPOSEP
TO FINZ OUT?




THEN YOU'RE
AS PUMB AS You
\ / 4

T'M NOT AFRale
GHOSTBUSTERS/

P’/ GHOSTBUSTERS THOUGHT THAT ONLY WEBBY AND HIS
5 6ANG GOT OUT WHEN MY OLP VAULT WAS OFENED. THATS
B WHAT THEY WAS SUPPOSED TO THINK. ~#

%45 SEEN W REAL GHOSTBLSTERS 4. [

'LOTS o' LIGHT ‘N’ NOISE
AN WHAMMO, wEBSY
GETS PUT AWAY. .

'O GHOSTBUSTERS 0T
WHAT THEY WANTEP AN
WENT AWAY FAT'N' HAPPY--
LEAVIN' US TO MOVE IN

ON THE GANGS, “ 1

"WEBBY WAS ALWAYS A SAP. HE
PIPN'T EVEN KNow HE'? BEEN
ACED TIL T ToLLZ HIMY HE COM-
PLAINEP REAL 6ooP WHEN

D' GHOSTBUSTERS ZAPFPEL HIMS




NOW GET OUT AND DON'T ;s
DO NOTHIN' THAT L.l ATTRACT
' GHOSTBUSTERS ¥ GLIYS WHD
KNOW THEIZ LIMITATIONS DON'T

BATTLE THEIR CAGE.” |

&

T ¢coULPN'T HAVE PUT IT BETTEE,
MYSELF, BUT THEN T TOLP YOU MUCH
THE SAME THING G?UIT% RECENTLY,

eh, PARTNER 2

YOU'RE PART O’ THE PAST,
TEST LIKE ME, BUT You
ALWAYS HAP AN EDGE.

I MAY BE RUTHLESS,
_BUT YOU'RE WE/RD” _

SEEING THE CEIMEBUSTER AND
THE LUNAR AVENGER WAS AS
UNPLEASANT AS LEARNING THEY 4
ESCAPEP YOUR CRONIES, T 3
WILL NOT ALLOW MY PAST TO

CATCH UP WITH MEV %

THE HOSPITAL SAYS
THE CRIMEBUSTER
WILL BE oKaAY.”

WHILE EVERYONES GETTING
NOSTALGIC, T couLrP PO
WITH A DOSE OF HISTORY.
HOW COME GLIYS WHO HUNG
UP THEIR MASKS BEFORE |
T WAS BORN HAVE HIT THE /&
STREETS RUNNING /

ANP EVEN MORE IMPOR -
TANT, PO THE SPIPERS
ANDP SNAKES HAVE THIZ
: APDRESS 7




YT WAS DECEMBER OF 1949 WHEN THE CRIME FATROL LEARNED OF FU FANG'S SECRET HEAPQUARTERS
ONLY RARELY HAD WE BEEN ABLE TO BATTLE HIM DIRECTLY UNTIL WE LEARNED HE WAS OPER-
ATING FROM THE CATACOMBS BENEATH THE STATUE OF LIBERTY.

S T

YTHE CRIME PATROL CONSISTED OF THE CRIMSON YWE ACTUALLY SURPRISED FU FANG AND TRAPPED

LRIMEBUSTER, THE LUNAR AVENGER, POC HIM IN HIS LAIR, NOT EVEN HIS ARMY OF SPIDERS
HAZZARD, AND THE PARK DWARF. Uoc {l | AND SNAKES GAVE US PAUSE, THANKS TO A
HAZZARD WAS THE SCIENTIFIC WIZARD IN | | SPRAY TO RESIST PUNCTURES WHICH Poc

oUR 6rOUP —0 HAZZARD SPRAYEP ON OUR LINIFORMS,

"WE CAPTURED FU FANG AND TOOK HIM TO A SECRET LAIR OF OUR
OWN , UNPERNEATH CENTRAL FARK , WHERE POC HAZZARD
LOCKED HIM IN A SUSPENDED ANIMATION CYLINDER. WE
PIPN'T TRUST ANYTHING ELSE, FANG HAD ESLAPED
FROM REGULAR PRISONS MANY TIMES,




YA FEW MONTHS AGO, DOC
HAZZARD MAPE HiS REGULAR
CHECK ON FANG --HI& TELEFATHY
ONLY WORKS CLOSE-UF BUT IT
grm;’/MA'rrER, FANG WAS

'EVERY YEAR DOC
HAZZARD CHECKED
ON HIM TO DETER -
MINE THAT FANG
WAS STILL TRAFPPED
THERE, FIGHTING
OLD BATTLES IN
Hi& TORTURED

DREAMS
YBUT IT'D BEEN £0 MANY YEARS (I "WHEN THE CRIMSON CRIME- "BUT I THINK THAT THE CRIME-
SINCE THAT BATTLE, ONE BY ONE,|| BUSTER CALLEV ME, HE HAP A BUSTER FELT IT WAS OLD
THE CRIME FATEOL HAD LEAD ON FANG. T WANTED TO BUSINESS WE HAD TO FINISH,
RETIRED,..FROM [NJURY O &GO TO THE POLICE BUT WE HAP ONCE AND FOR ALL. 20, FOR

OLP AGE. WHAT coull FU = NO EEAL PEOOF OF FU FANG'S THE FIRST TIME IN DECADES,
FANG DO WITH TOPAY'S 4 MOPERN EXISTENCE. THE CRIMSON CRIMEBUSTER
TECHNOLOGY # = : ANP THE LUNAR AVENGER

. TOOK TO THE STREETS.




“SOMEHOW, THE CRIMEBLISTERS
HAP BOUGHT A LEAD TO FU
FANG, WE WENT TO A WAREHOUSE
ON THE WATERFRONT. IT WASN'T
LONG BEFORE WE KNEW WE'P
BEEN HAPR 7~

IT AFPEARS THAT
RESURRECTION |5 A FOPULAR
THEME OF OUR GENEEATION. BUT
MANY THINGS HAVE CHANGEL,
SUCH AS MY NEW y

ASSOCIATES,

s

| RO
...,_:q.: ;‘,

-

MY NEW FRIENPS
WILL INSURE THAT You PO

NOT ESCAPE MY OLD
> FRIENPS.”

“THERE WAS A HUGE [l%-
LHARGE OF ENEFSGY, AND
WHILE FANG AN HI%
GHOST GANGSTERS
RECOILER FROM IT, WE

EscaPrer.

YBUT WE HAD NOT COME LINPRE-
PARED. THANKS TO DOC HAZZARD
ALTHOUGH, ONLY THE CRIMEBLUS -
TER FULLY UNDERSTOOD WHAT
HAZZARD HAD GIVEN US,

THIS 15 FOR OLP
TIMES SAKE -- FROM




THIS 15 A IT MUST HAVE BUT I THOUGHT WE HAP ) THEY ARE
MINIATURE THE PROTON THE STATE-OF-THE-ART UNLESS
PROTON PACK iz — GHOST GRINDERS . YOU'VE BEEN A
GUN < BUILT INY 4 STEP AND A
- ol 18 HALF AHEAD OF THE
B =g ! TECH PACK FOR A FEW
\ L5 |, . PECAPES, I REAP
= - N ABOUT HIM IN oLe
 — \ "N was o
h g; Z‘\ ]S ] KIP”
At
f o B - N 0 )

COULD THIS POSSIBLY
BE THE SAME Wil
MURRAY HAZZARD
THAT MY GRAND-

FATHER KNEW 7 HIS

THE SAME PoC
HAZZARDP WHO
WENT INTO
SECLUSION WHEN
FAMILY
PIZAPPEAREDP?Z L EVEN TO THE CRIME PATROL. _

Hi& CREATEST PISCOVER

SOM

HE TURNED Hi& TALENTS TO
BATTLING THE GREATEST :
THEEATS FACING THE WOELRP
HAZZAEP NEVEE EEVEALER

ES,

TS HARP TO IMAGINE

EONE LIKE THAT--A

MAN
WHO TURNED HIMSELF INTO A
LEGENP UNTIL ONLY A FEW PEOFLE
. KNEW HE REALLY EXISTEF

SOUNPS LIKE A PRIME £AN -
DIPATE FOR POLITICS.
[ BUT HOw couLp
HAZZARP HAVE
OUESSEP THAT

HE WAS NEVER TALKATIVE. T
PIPN'T FEEL COMFORTABLE
QRUIZZING HIM. I WAS /WNTiM-
I1CZATELZ TO SEE HIM IN A

WHEELCHAIR. IT REMINPEF ME
HOW MUCH T/ME HAD PASSER,
SINCE THE OLe 2Ays.

WELL, TIME |4 SURE RUNNING
OUT FOR EVERYONE, IF THE
GHOSTS ARE TAKING OVER
THE NEW YORK RACKETS
RIGHT UNPER OUR




P BUT IF THESE

3> AND TO FU
LAN G, THE REAL
MENACE BEHIND THEM 7 )

AND THERE'S ALWAYS
FU'S FANGEP FRIENDPS
TO CONSIPER .

BUT FU FANG&
WILL PO HIS UTMOST
Now To ELUDE You
ANP ME.

NOT IF A RiIVAL GANG
TURNS UPY HE'LL HAVE TO
TALK TO 7HEM, BECALISE
HE'S TAKING OVER AlLL
THE &ANGS.

FIES

BUT WITH GLYS LIKE
THAT, YOU'VE E0TTA
MAKE A POWERFLL

THAT'S WHERE
54.'-//":5&;5 COMES

T
IMPRESSION./

N A STATELY FART OF 7OWN, CALEONI HAS
SET P HIS NEW HEAPSUARTERS AT A
BECLLPED RES/IPENCE.

ITS LIKE T
e PROMISER BOYS /.
NEW YARK IS OURS,.,
JUST LIKE oLP
TIMES.”



I'M NOT
EXPECTIN' A
PELIVERY.

AT WAS WEBBY”
kxS
| RIGHT I%FRONT _ 4 ?

- g
: BUT A
CAN'T RUB ouT
A GHOST--£AN
YA? HEY, PERE'S /!
. A NOTE.~

UNLESS TS so0opr

NEWS O MONEY, Ji&

VENTILATE
TEMS




PIPN'T KNOwW
s LIMER PIP
IMITATIONS.

I

THAT'S WHAT I CALL
THE 5INGEEE5T FORM
OF FLATTER

PARTICULARLY WHEN ONE OF THEM 1S
SLIMEY, OMNIVOROUS, ANP LEAVE§
A GOOPY MESS BEHIND.
BUT PETER

TRIES ‘rtg BE

M8 BUT 16 THE
WORLD READY

FOR 7WO PETER

VENKMANE 7

ABOUT SLIMER.
HOW COME T'M /
ALWAYS THE [
AALL GUY FOR :
THE &REEN
Guy # -

HE WAS TALKING /)
I

WHILE MY LEAD TO CALDPONI'S HIPEOUT IS 3 WE SHOULP FIND ouT,
PROVING USEFUL, T'M CERTAIN FU FANG ONCE CALDONI MEETS
15 (N MANHATTAN, HE'D BE FASCINATEPD, cory JARRET ANP
BY MOPERN SKYSERAPER COMPANY.
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[T BAD ENOUGH THE GHOST-

| TRYIN' TO MUSCLE N ON OUR
_TERRITORY.” _

I FEEL LIKE
I'M ARRIVING AT

A CATTLE CALL FOR
THE ST VALENTINES
24y MASSA, "

T T

R

\ TO BE A 7ORPEDO’ /.

IF ALL GOES WELL, ] JUST S0 LONG
WE'LL ALL GET A B :
CURTAIN -~
CALLS

BET INTO
CHARACTER, PETER.
YOU'RE SUPPOSED

JUST AS LONG AS T ONLY HAVE
TO /IMITATE SOMETHING YOU'P
FIND LYING AT THE BOTTOM OF
THE BlIG PEEP”

A,

N

TN
'___*_ﬂw
AL

A,

1 PON'T KNOW WHY

EGON GETS TO BE

COoPY JERRET S

BECAUSE THE
LEADER HAS TD
GO FIRST, NOT
MIPE BEHIND

THE &UN




Y THiS s ik
{ Spreet Wl dor (o

" OPEN -rn DOOR! WHAT'RE THEY ) : r’Mp TARRET AND )
GONNA DO TO Us 7 WE'RE GHOSTS iR T'mM gp.rze TO SEE THE £
- 0% 1 AN AN .
~MAYBE WHAT THEY pip To el ’ : SN,
WEBBY--TURN US .INTD 5
. BREEN GOOVP/ ?

IN YOU'RE CASE, IT'F BE ' ;
PISTINCT /IMPROVEMENT" 4

/ oaT's MES THIS MEETING SHOULD BE
WHAT'S ’t'r / PRIVATE. T WOULPN'T WANT
TO YA TO ACCIDENTALLY ON
PURPOSE TORPEDO

SOMEBOPY.

e SR
—

D




I PIPN'T WANT TO

| CAUSE A SCENE [N

| FRONT OF YOUR BoOYS
ISINCE T KNOW THAT,

| ARE, YOU'RE ONLY
| NUMBER 7TWO.

I DIPN'T HOLP OUT THIS LONG
BY BEIN' €TUPID.

PETER FOR
THAT.

| IF I cut A PEAL,IT'S
GONNA BE WITH FL/ |
FANG HIMSELFS

T

)

AWRIGHT, I'LL CONTACT
THE BI& MAN. WAIT
OUTSIPE.

BELIEVE
ME, YOU NEVER
WANT TO FINC
ourt.




1 AWRIGHT, THE BIG )
I\ PoW WOW 16 ALl
SET P

I HOPE IT
HAS MORE WOW
L THAN £

I LOOK FORWARD TO
BRINGING THIS TO A | TOMORRA' NIGHT,
FINAL RESOLUTION. THE

IT'LL HAPPEMN

BEE, COPY, MAYBE
WE CAN GO PANCINY
AFTER YOU MEET

. THE Bl& MAN 7

NO PROBLEM, MR
STANTZ./ T KNEW THiS
CAR WOULD HELP

YOUR [MAGE.

SPEAKING OF IMAGE,

YOU COULP TURN THAT -

HELMET [NTO A CYAMAM/(T: 5 "l

. JALK -O-LANTERN FOR ||.
MHALLOWEEN .~

THANKS FOR LETTING
us BORREOW YOUR
CAR, SIR.

7 AFTER TOMORRA' NIGHT, cory
JARRET WILL BE LIKE THE REST A’
Us-- IN HIS s&Econe
i LIFETIME






THE MEXT MIGHT, THE SHOSTBLISTERS f
AP;;}?OAC W THENE CESTINATION
N STYLE.

o
SO THIS 1S \WHY

OUR BANK ACCOUNT Y

KEEPS TAKING A
NOSE-PIVES

PLUS, MY INGTRUMENTS
/N HAVE BEEN RECORDING ZOME
DISTURBNG EVENTS LATELY,
ANP THEY HAVE ;}'@Tﬁ/fﬂﬁ T

WE HAVE TO BE PREFPARED
FOR MENACES BIGGER
THAN WHAT WEVE
FACEP S0 FAR.

W

BESIPES, ONLY SOMETHING WITH \
THE EXTRA RoOooM COULD LET US |
PULL OFF WHAT WE'VE &OT gt
PLANNED FOR TONIGHT.

BE FINISHED

I'M JUST N]
SURPRISED TO

SEE THE ECTO-4
FINISHER

IT'S NOT, REALLY, (T'LL
GET US AROUND TOWN, BUT

THE ENERCGY INTENSIFIERS AND
THE SUPER- THRUSTER IT
POWERS STILL HAVE TO

THERE T 15,
THE WEANTWORTH
PLAZA.~




You MWAponAcH\
MY ILLUSTRIOUS /
PREESENCE.

THEY HAVE ARRIVEP N
ONE OF THE STRANGE
AIRSHIPS THEY HAVE IN

- THIS ERA.

|

gy

AND SINCE THIS 14 A PEACE
SUMMIT, YOU WILL LEAVE

YOUR INSTRUMENTS
b AT THE DooR.

WITHOUT MY INSTRUMENT J&

I'M AFRAIP MY FUTURE /

WILL ENZ ON A BAP
NOTE.

AFTER ALL, ONE
CAN'T BE TOO
CAREFUL WHEN
PEALING WITH THE

R

L

il

i

e Q 2 \\’/-\ﬁ\%’

g a’_\: ..

20

i

»




I 6UESS I PIDN'T HAVE TO 6O TO LET 6 SHOoW HIM WHAT =
THE TROUBLE OF PISGUISING THE NEW GLIYS IN
PARTICLE-THROWERS AS

GUNS AFTER ALL.

| Hﬁ’ Fld FANG S
CONTROLS THOé
B MEA/r ALLY-"

V" ANp T was :
WORRIED ABOUT ) |
. ERS ./ A

SPIPE

I AM NOT

P WITHOUT MY
OWN SURPRISE
PEFENPERS.”

21



HOW COME NO ONE EVER sA4YS
MY NAME WITH EXCLAMATION
POINTS UNLESS I GOOF L/P7

THESE RUBEER
— TIRES ARE SYMEOLS
OF MY AFFLICTION, ANDP
ARE YOUR LINPOIN G,
FU FANG S

: S0 T'M
RETURNING IT
TO THE Pu/sTr YOl}
RAISED [T FROM.




WHY ARE YOU AFRAIC TO
FACE ME, FU FANG 7
RUNNING FROM ME 15
NOT AS EASY AS YOU
BELIEVE Y

e N

A

)

T'M PEATHLESS.,
AS ALwvays.”

—
OF COURSE.” NOW THAT T'M THE BODY WAS AN OLD
CLOSE ENOUGH TO READ YOUR CLONE OF HIMSELF... A
MING. YOUR SECRET |5 i POUBLE THAT HIS SPIRIT
FEVEALEP” CONTROLLEP. YOU'RE JUsT
- A PALE SHAPOW OF WHAT
4 3 YOU WEEE, FU

YOUR REIGN
/ OVER THIS SECRET
EMPIRE HAS ENPED,
/ FOREVER.”

[1




YEAH, BUT FOR AN

OLD CRIME-BUSTER

YOou LooK PRETTY
YOouNG .~ 4

WERE WE
SUCCESSFULT

I‘M ALAN WEINBERG.
MY FATHER, ROBERT,
WAS THE REAL
LUNAR AVENGER.

MY FATHER'S BEEN GONE
FOR YEARS. I INHERITEP Hi&
HOME -~ TS A TREASURE TROVE

OF MEMORIES OF THE CRIME
PATROL. THE CRIMSON
CRIMEBUSTER CONTACTER
ME THERE.

WELL, I GUESS THAT
FU FANG 1S YoLR
PRISONER NOW, ISN'T
HE, ME. HAZZARPZ

NO. HE'S YOURS, JUST AS HE N

é‘.HOULD BE., AFTER ALL, THIS 15 )

NEW AGE, AN YOL/'RE THE /4
R‘IME PATROL NOW ./




LETTERS!

There are so many
letters coming in
these days that I'm go-
ing to keep my mouth
shut as often as I can,
so that you fans get
some good quality
reading in. Here goes!

Dear Staff,

As an avid reader of
The Real Ghostbusters
series, | would like to
commend all the writers
and illustrators on an ex-
cellent job. Keep up the
great work.

I'm sure it must be a
tough job putting all that
work into one comic, but

I'm sure it pays off.:

Thank you for an excel
lentcomic.

Good Luck,

Belmont Magill, 11l

Dear Ghostbusters, |
You are real cogl
dudes. 1 only have #2,
but I am really looking
forward to buying #3. It
is'already in the stands:
Keep up the good work.,
Christopher Dahloero
Legal, Alberta
Canada

Dear Now,
Il really dlg your
"Ghostbusters'' comic
book. I've got I, 2, and 3.
[ also have the original
"“"Astro Boy"”. 1 have
some questions that |
would like to have an-
swered,

1. What happened to

"“Syphons''? Me and my
friends lovedit!

2. What's the first an-
niversary of “The
Ghostbusters'” going to
be like? (I promise |

won't tell)!

3. Did you know that
once the pin-ups are tak-
en out of your books,
that decreases the value
inthem?

4. How long will *‘“The
Ghostbusters'’ series last?

Please hurry and an-
swer these questions.

Yours Truly,

Adam Fuller

well, Adam, I'll do my
best. I. The life was slow-
ly syphoned 'out-of the
book, and it was eventu-
ally sucked far into the
black hole of the comic,
universe. 2. | promised I

" wouldn't tell, but it'll be

fabulous. 3. Yes, | know.

| You should-buy two, one

10 read, one to save. 4.
Foreverand euver.

\Dear Now Comics,
My name is Erik)

. Snider and I bought one
¢ of your comics from one
' of my friends, because”
"'The Ghostbusters' are

the best. 1 watch them

. on TV. all'the time. The

reason why | wrote this

_letter is because | was

weondering if my friend
Arthdr and 1 can each
have one of the lists that
shows how much the
comics are worth. We
were wondering how
we can start our own fan
club for “"The Real
Ghostbusters'. Also,
could we have the per-
son's signature, please

-who wrote the comics

for “The Real Ghost-
busters’'?
Erik Snider

Unfortunately, Eric, I
don’'t know what our

books are worth on the
collectors market, but if
it’s any help, many is-
sues are becoming very
hard to locate, and will
soon be sold out. When.
looking for back issues,
write us, and we'll help
directyou in your search.

Dear Editor,

For roughly fifteen
seconds after observing
the cover of “The Real
Ghostbusters, #4'' in the
supermarket, [ stood
there holding the issue
with a stupid grin on my
face. This is probably
the most fun cover I've
seen on a comic book
for years, and the only

one I can ever recall that
actually made me laugh

out loud. Egon certainly
seemed to be getting
into his role (although
those pink shoes made
him/look absolutely

“ridiculous). Janine
\looKed spectacular,
, ‘even dressed as a floozy

fromthe 20's, and
Slimer...well, Slimer is
simply Slimer and | like
him that way. And if that
wasn’'t enough, you re-
produced the cover for
this month's pin-up.
This would be enough
to hook me to this title for
life, if I wasn'talready:
Everyone from the

first three issues except
Ken Steacy were gone
(an ax-job even Lizzie
Borden would envy)!
However, everyone in-
volved since has done a
very nice job, aside from
a few minor lettering mis-
takes. Ken Steacy's inte- -
rior art was as good as |
hoped it would be ex-



cept for a small number
of panels which made
Peter, Ray and Winston
look like teenagers.

Nice little touches in-
cluded Peter’s latest slim-
ing, Egon’'s “E equals
MC Squared' sweater,
and Janine’s calling Pe-
ter “Dr. Venkman''. On
TV, Janine is on a first
name basis with her oth-
er employers, but tends
to treat Peter a bit more
formally (presumably as
a means of keeping him
at arm’s length). Howev-
er, as shown in 'The
Grundel', Slimer can
read (he moves his lips,
though) and therefore
should have compre-
hended the volume but-
tononthe TV.

I get the feeling we're
in for a battle royal next
month, but I must tell
you that I never went for
continued stories in a
comic book, preferring
self-contained. Just
thoughtI'd let you know.

Your editorial men-
tioned some "‘Astro
Boy' backups in the

“Speed Racer' book. 1
want you to know be-
fore it is even consid-
ered, that 1 don’'t want
any other characters
showing up in this mag.
Nothing belongs in **The

Real Ghostbusters”

book except '“The Real
Ghostbusters’’,
Peter Greer
Hicksville, OH

HiGuys,

Get ready - it's me
again - the verbal Van
Fossen from Florida!
First things first. Issue #4
of “The Real Ghost-
busters™ - what a cover!
Pratt and Sieacy out did
themselves. It may have
had nothing specific to
do with the story, but it

was truly inspired. It
makes the best center
fold of the series as well
(I was almost - almost
tempted to pull it out my-
self!) Of course, I am
rather fond of Egon and
to see him portrayed in
such an uncharacteristic
cocky pose was a Kick!

Now to get down to
business,recently
you've undergone
some sudden changes
in staff and | hope it
won't be creating any
drastic, permenant
changes in this particular
magazine. In issue Four
I notice that none of the
original crew were in-
volved.

Speaking of which -
what happened here?
After such a thought out
beautiful cover, the work
within was (gulp) disap-
pointing to say the least.

Even the artists ap--

peared to be confused,
mterchanging clothing
and _changing features
entirely from panel to
panel: At times I couldn't
even identify who was
who. With such diverse
looking characters, this
should never happen.
You did appear to have
three artists working on
this issue - too many fin-
gers in the pot? The prob-
lem was compounded
by inconsistant coloring
and confusing word bal-
loons placement.
Spelling was atrocious -
don’t you guys keep a
dictionary around?

I just got the impres-
sion that the whole com-
ic was rushed, due per-
haps to the internal com-
pany shake up. In all
faimess, 1 realize that it
takes time to become
familiar with drawing es-
tablished characters and
fitting them within one’s
individual artistic style.

Still, I was growing com-
fortable with Tobias and
Thomas' work and I
hope they aren’t gone
for good. In fact, I Kind of
liked the whole darned
original team and I'm still
hoping they'll all be back.

Whatever happens, 1
intend to stick with you.
You're a young compa-
ny, but you've got quali-
ty and heart and I know
that you'll make it
through this transition.
I'll just keep chipping in
with my small monthly
contribution from the
Sunshine State. After all,
in_comics the future is
NOW!

Deborah Van Fossen

Deborah, my dear, a
confession, the book
was rushed, the staff
overworked, the editing
nonexistent. Although
Ken Steacy and Andrew
Pratt are masters, even
they need more than an
hour to finish a book.
Yes, we have since
changed our staff on the
book, and for the better
as you can see. Being a
deuvout follower through
sickness and health, I
know you will stay with
us, but that is no excuse.
You have my word, we
at NOW will uphold the
quality THE REAL
GHOST BUSTERS de-
serve.
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Speed Racer is a unique teenager who
drives a special sports car called the
MACH 5. This extraordinary sports car
contains gadgets and featues that enable
him to drive over, through or under land
and seal: : o
Follow the exciting monthly adventures
‘of SPEED RACER, his girifriend TRIXIE, his
- kid brother SPRIDLE, and SPRIDLE’S pet
‘chimp, CHIM-CHIM, as they take you
along for aride in the fastest car and on .
~ the greatest adventures around' the
- world! e '

Toyko, Japan. All rights reserved.

Speed Racer is TM & © 1987 Color System Technology, Inc. & © 1987 Tatsunoko :
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THE REAL
GHZSTBUSTERS

A FULL COLOR MONTHLY
GUMIB BOOK SERIES

Tademans



